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TR TELEPHONE VAR, |

Mr. President Forbee, of the Bell Company,
Has Caught a Tarlar,

His Intarview Provokes a Reply From
Mr. George C. Gorham,

The Lalter Tells What He Knows About
Drawbaogh and Bell lnventions,

the

Mr. Forbes Charged With Gross Igno-
ranes or Willful Misrepresentation,

Tre NATIONAL REPFURLICAN sent & 16
porter yestorday to eall upon George C.
Gorham, agent of the Deawbaugh telaphono
syndieato, who is hore from New York for a
fow dayn, and soo what he had to say abouk
tho statewents of President Forhes, of the
HBall cormpany, which appeared in yesterday's
RErusLIcAN, concerning the Drawbangh
clnima,

Mr. Gorbam sald he had no obiootion to
anpworing sny question that might be asked,
and belug requeited to state what reply ho
had to make to the sevaral assortions In Mt
Forbes's loterview, he made the following
statoment :

Mr. Forbos aays that it is “simply stoek
Jobbing talk” to claim that “a declaion in
favor of the Drawbangh invention would
wips tho Bell company ont of existence and
render ite proporty worthloss. Hera is tho
case: The Hell company seaka a perpotual
injutiction sgainst the Drawbnsugh company
on the ground that the instruments of the
lattor are an iofringement on the patenis
owned by thoe former, Tho Drawbaugh
company says In answer that Drawbangh
invented  the telephone  years belore
any exporimonts had bean made by Rell or
by uny of thoso whoso Invensions the Hell

any has purchased, Tho snlt will cer-
niu ¥ declde Who s the prior fuventor, and
no patent can be valid if found to have been
ssued to any other than the first inventor.
If tho court decides that Drawbaugh invented
the telephone, that will bo a devision that
Boll's patant is invalid, Others can enﬂ s
wall aa Mr. Forbes aa to whethor that will be
of any consequence to the Hell company.

Mr, Forbes somowhat Illpmntliy informed
your reporter that “aven f the Drawbsugh
poople pot & deolsion in their favor on evory

gint, the vesult will be slmply to throw the
risinoss open to the world, so that anybody
can engngs In it"  In support of this he snys
that " Mr. Drawbaugh han no patents, and
has mado no npplimtinn for any oxcept upon
some improvements,” and that ''a man, even
if e s the inventor of au instrument, cannot
take out a patent up;m it unless ho fdoes 8o
wll.l'a'ln two yoenrs after It has boon fn publie
use.

Mr. Fortos is mistaken both as to his facts
and his law, Mr. Droawbaugh's applications,
eavering the whole telepbone fleld of fnven-
tion, huve boon on flle In the patont office for
nully four yoars. His invention of tho car-
bon telophone, first mado in 1867, was
brought to a high state of perfection in the
gummar of 18710, two years in advance of the
Blnko transmitter, which is based on the

samo principle, and tho patents for
which "are only for minor (detsils
Dirawbsugh's ?‘?pllemun for that was
made  July lesa  than two

yenrs aftor the first appearance of the Blake
tranamitter. Mr, Forbes will do well to ask
bis lawycrs o fow questions beforo he in-
structs the publie, The magnet telophone
was hmughl. to its prosont stato of perfection
by Drawbaugh ns early oa }nbruuy, 1876,
* Boll's earliest expoeriment was June 2, 1875,
four months aftor Deawbsugh had Anished
in that divoction, Drawbsugh did not apply
for his ﬁl‘l.ﬂnt for the magneto inveution
within the two years, but the law, as lald
down by the supreme court, is that he does
not loso his rights unless hoe voluntarily
abandons them, Inthe New York suit u large
portion of the evidenco I8 devoted to
establishing the fact thut he was wretchedly
poor and unable to move in tho direstion of
socuring s patont until 1880, Hoe is shown to
have made constant eflorts in that direction,
and the United States supreme court has said
that ne injury can ordinarily ocour to the
first inventor which is not in soma sort tho
result of his own laches or voluntary inac-

tion, As Drawbiugh moved as soon as
it was gaible for him  to  secure
tho means it is elear that his inaction was not
voluntary, and therofore, ws tho highest

tribunal of the land assures us, no injury can
oveur to him. The fact that this question of
his delny {n applylng for o patent cuts so
Inrgo s figture in the testimony wonld ssom to
indicato that it is an issuo in tho case in tho
oirouit court, If so, ita decision in our favor
wonld esrtainly be conclusive upon the quus.
tion of our right to » patent.

To recapitulate: Drawbsagh invented the
carbon telephone in 1807, and improved It
until, in 1574, It was as purfect as it s now.
Jn 1678 Prof, Hughes mude a similar inven-
tion.  In August, 1878, Blake made, from tho
Iattor, his transmitter (the only one in use),
In July, 1880 (less than two yours aftorward ),
Drawbaugh applied (or n patent, and his

applieation is now pending. Hlake's patents
waoro not issued until November, 1851, and
cover only details of construction, The

inveution of the enrbon telaphone is Draw-
baugh's, and no patent hes yot beon {ssued
for it to suybody. He did not allow the two
years of ita use ta run out before applying
for o patent,

The magueto telophone, which now ouly
doos duty as a recviver, was inveated by
Drawbaugh long in advance of Bell, but ho
did not apply for a patent until more than
two yours after Bell’s hud been in use, This
would be futil to him if his ionction was
voluatary, but If he was uuuhlu to proseoute
his rights, then tho two yeura' limit does not
run ngainst him, Thoro is no pretense thas
he consented ta the use of his Inventions,

Mp, Forbes's statement that our peopls
elaim that they can got congross to give them
o patont if they win the sult looks like a

gratuitous one; but Mr. Forbes mny bhave
heard such talk from our enemics, Thers is |
no brath in it.  We stund upon the lnw as v |

is nnd tho facts proven in our case. As lhu]
caurts can seot malde patents, wo Liave no fear |

that the patont oftice will be disposad to set |
nside n Judicisl doclsion, For this reason 1
think that o declsion in our fuvor of tho auit
in New York would soon be followed by the
wrance of tha Bell patent wod all it
ann e,

Tho Druwhaugh people are represcnted by
My, Forlics ns protending that they ean unite
with the Baell pnorlu after gotting a patent !
Thut Is to fay, that afver wo have stripped
the Boll compiny of it4 righta wo bhopo to go
into copartnership with 1¢ In the rights
which would then bo oxclusively ours. To
phow thut 1 do not wisreprosent the gentle-

wih will l]]llnll his exnet words, e
pnys: “The Diawbaugh peopls, for the
purpone of selling stock, protend that
they can  got this patont, and that

by unisting with the Jiell company, which
hus the plant, a great wmoney making |
fostitution ewn bu formed. and that their

stock will tie valuable.” "The Holl company

has but w smiall fraction of “the plant,'" most

of It belng the property of looal companics

not controllpd by the Hell company. Bome

of thesa are already opaning up communion-

tiona with “the Drawhangh peopla’” “The

Dell eompany, with mneither patent nor

}-I:mt. would have unothing to aoll but

ita  wrook, Lot us  Thops thut Mr.

Forbes will not *tuko advaotagoe of the |
ignorance of the public” ut such & tine wnd
eell his stock on the false protense that Hin |
company s nbout to go to the matritnounial |
nllnr with the Drawbaugh compnny,

The quoation as to whother the Drawbauigh
poople will prevall io thelr sult will depend
upon. the evidence and nob upou the wishes

I* My, Torbed or the pooh-poabing ol connsal,
who nre paid $560,000 a year 1o comfort bim
and his associntes with poauli+pacha,

The evidence Is overwhelming
favor, and no attempt §s mwoado to meet it ox-
gupit by invisting that our witnosses must bo
wmistaken ns to thele datos, bachiso the ops
wonlog counsel gannot eredit what they say.
ku pticmpt hss  beon wmade to lmpeacli our
bundred witnossos

Lt jd o ilander Tor Mr. Forbes to say that
sur company bhan at any time been willing to
sell out to bl people, Hocould not to-day buy

In our

|

the Drawbsngh Inventiona by payiug theros
fnr all llm patonts his sompany owns,

Tha Hstof the stookholders in the Bell
r'omp'ln)' will show that Mz, Forbea's ndso.
ciaten aro u good deal more sobively sngnged
in trying to nell stock than over tha Draw.
bangh peapls have boan,

This Is quite natural, as the Rell stock has
fallon neagly Aty per cont. npon the showing
alrondy medo that Drawbangh, us the Arst
inventor, kv lkely to wmecura the patent.
Very little Denwbaugh stock hns over Wan
offerad, sud that only iu the Middle States
company.

Mr. Forbea's i1l-natured interview is a tolor
ably eloae proof that he doos not look for-
ward with nny degras of compostrs to the de-
olslon of the conet, In eonclusion Me, Gor-
ham safd the case would probably be trled in
Juno or July,

.
HIDING THHE STAINS,

Virginin Boarbons !hllug n Desperate
REMort to Exenlpate Themsslves.
There was anothor ssssion of the Danviile
invostigating committeo yeatorday, Dr. W,
T, Woolfolk, of Orange county, Virginia, tes-
tified that an armed column took posssssion
of the polls at his home aud prévented
colored men from voting the demogratie

ticket. Hp saw two white mon armed on
olection day, but wes not armed bimgolf,
Willlam Ray, of Washington county,

Virginia, donied the statament of A previous
wituess that there had boon violence and in-
timidation In that eonnty on slection day.
Ho bad accepted the color line dyawn by the
ooalitionista and had on tho stump advlsed
white men to avengo at tho ballot hox tho
death of thair whito brathren st the handsof |
a colored maob, 1t was reported in hiscount
that both whites sud negross had booun killg
ot Danville,

Ex-Congressnan A. ¥. Fulkerson, of the
samo oonnty, corroborated the provious wit-

ness.

C F, Frigg testifiod that the riot had little
or no ¢ffect in Russell and adjoining countlon
wheore he had oanvassed,

Innae Chrlstian, of Charlos sounty, Va,
enld the bhest nlatlonuxlltﬂl botweon whites
and black, and betweon demoocrats aud read.
Jusers, but not botweon roadjustors aod
nteaightout rapublicans in bis section. 'The
Danville rlot had little effect on the election
but the supreme court dealsion in the elvil
rights case had much offect.

It. J, Cohen, n white tranafer agent of Dan-
ville, swore \imt he snw House Lawson and
Willinm  Llewellyn, colored men, loading
thelr rovolvors in tho hall of n aaloon on the
morning before the riot. He named saveral
colorod men whom he said had pistols; but
could not remember any white men who
wore armed, Ie pnid that Matt Lawson,
colored, fired the firat shot. Ono negro
shiBwod hin n platol and said 16 was “londed
for goud use.'” Another negro exhibited a
pintol to a companion and sald, “If you vote
the domooratio ticket, that's my gamo,"”
Lawson was n bad man, and witness had svon
him ehasing a mulatto boy with a pistol.

W. P. Evarett, of Dunville, testified that
Heose Lawson teaded one of two pistols
which he had fors puirof shoos s weok
before the riot.

Mr. Chirlos T, O'Farroll, contestant for a
seat In coogross from Harelgonburg, Va.,
tostified that the Danville riot was to the
dissdyantage of the democrats, becanse it
drove peoplo from the stralghtout republican
attachment of the democratic party over to
the coalitionists. For that vemion the demo-
crate tried to suppross the news of tho riot,

Bounator SMerman pat in ovidence a copy of
the Richmond Dispateh, dated Opt. 40,
1883, with the to!lowiu; passage markod:

hn:r:r day tho Maiu-street Idlers put out the
report that there hag been a ot ot Danvilio, It
excites n great many people, nud does po good.

J. K. Potaron, of Potoraburg, testified that
ho know of no attempts of the dewocrats to
draw the color line,

Willinm Long nnd A, C, Jacknon, of Poters-
burg, desoribed tho assault upon € jon. Mahono
on eloetion day.

Georgs W, Wiemly, of Tappshannock, n
white soalitionist, testificd that on Nov.
2 ho wos ot Poul's, oross-ronds and heard
that  report bad beon clrculntod that the
negroos wore about to rise in l‘ﬁnuhburn.
Danville, aud other places, and the people
were sending to Richmond for arms and am-
munition. Ho wrote to the Richmond Whig
that night asking that the report bo denied,
na it would tond to reduce the coalition vote,

Thomas Fricker, of Ashtabula, Ohlo, gave
his opinions uonnnruln: the negro race. In
1576, when ho was in North Caroling, domo-
crnlllu negroos wore perascuted by l.huit T

vablican brethren. Lately the negroes had

¢eome arrogant, assumed an air of owner-
#hip, got o the way of passing carringes, and
gonerally annoyed whits ladles and pgentle-
mon. Witness had beon in Danville sinee
the riot, and had formed the opinion that
thoro novar wos o Hstlo blaod shed with bots
ter rosults thau there,

-
A WON DEIII"UL SHRINK

KAGE,

Something for ll'll: Dlitrh.l Committee ta
Think About While the Investigation
Fever ln on.

Tur RErunLIcAN rocontly published fome
slatisticashowing from the reports of assoasirs
an apparent staxtling decreaso in the value of
property in the city of Washington. This,
too, in the face of tho guite geuaral Lelisf
that there bad bean m very great increaso in
the yalue of Washington property during the
youra covered by theao statiatics,

An examipation of the assessod valuation
of real estute In the city of Goorgelown showa
ns itrlnji. and inexplieablo s condition of
things. It is to be remembored, in drawing
vongloglons from thuss ﬂzurol, that the as.
gessord who made the last sssersments were
oxplicitly dircetod by the law under which
they mcted to roturn the asctual value of
propesty. The samo law provides that they
akall be fined $200 for ench undervialuation
mnde by thow, and that the foe shall be col-
locted upon tho bond of $2,000 which each of
them in required to give.

lu 1870 tio duly qualified voters of
(ieorgetown placed o valuntion of 34,213 467
upon their property ws o basis of taxation,
During the next elght years, ncoording to of-
fleinl reports, not far from $1,000,000 wore ox-
pended in  street, sewer, and other improve:
mepts  of a  general  chardeter—euough
srrely to maintsin existing values, even if
nothing bad been done in the way of erecting
now bulldiogs. But large building operas
tions also were carrivd st tho same time, costs
Ing not less, probably, than $1,000,000 more,
It Is therefore m surpriso to find that tho us-
ansarnont of this proporty in 1575 was less
by $1l‘1’1.'.'-ld than thst of 1570,

To this assessmount of 1878, which was
£.0,242,024, the psossor ndded -Ilcrwurda
I 1550=Fur 60 uow NOouUMS.cssssssnssn
I 15Mk=For 41 new libus A
Tn 1881=Tar 21 new Lol
Lo 18— For 40 new hodisge .
Aud wo estimate for 1553, s lur 1'1:‘ e

He also added—
In 1680—="Translor to 1unh|.c! from ox-.

ampt. ... 217
In 1681—"1ra “from ex-
eipt. . sewsinas L Wi

Makitg,essssnsassns
Loas truuiafur 4 188 10 exomps
from taxable. .cooavsnnes

Which glvess valuation of. ., S8
(Assunug the velue of Whe gronud w

reinndn wichangod, i

The new asncesmunt for 15835, however,
Ouly BINOLNLS (0, aees

A whiortigo of
Towhich adi Illn( thist oF 1674

We hnve an sggregate shorage of S TFTAT0

Which s aqual to about 45 par cont, of the
amount tho peaplo themsalves aald thele props
orty wus worth in 1570, At the ssmo ruste of
dopreciation in about twonly years toro
thare will ba nothivg within the i of
Gearpetown of taxabile valuo, snd tha ulilzens
Iiving cast of Roeck ereek will have to boar
the entire burden of taxaiion, Doos not this
require Imcm;annm

Union th thel.

This nesociation instoud of holding its rogu-
Inr sesslon this evening will go juth mpes
mooting ut Ninateonth Street Daptist cliugeh
on thu Balr bILL, L6 by fortunate in soeariy)
Prof. Charles A Gardiper, whoo though w
young man, i taicing front run bk among think.

urd on the great economie quustions of the
day.
.
[0 HAK) i| 1 T dressing in the ordingry
way wood i, plenty of tipe, il o Lit
tho whiill ' nr Hiak - Dk Saland Drossing

wlapplics all n;...u peuisiies, boeld evory whoro,

An Important l'rlurlp'ln Deoldied by ﬂ\n]
Bupreme Conrt Yeniorday.

A deciaion was rendered by the suprome
conrt yosterday in the inanrance cass of
Emilie Moular, plaloti in orror, against the
| Amariean Lifo Insursnce Company ; in exror
to the elrcult court of the United Siates for
the enstorn district of Pednaylvanin,

This wax a ault vpon & polley of life Insur-
anoo which contalued, pa a part of the dons
traet, » stipniation that “ If the repressnia-
tiotia and anaword inade to the company in
tho appliention for the polloy whould be found
to be nntrue in any respoct the policy should
be nill and vold,"

When the insarance was obtained the
nawtred was anked, among othar questions,
whothor ho had ‘over had asthins or serofuln
or eondumption, His answer was no. In
tho trinl of the ease In the conrl below there
was avidengo to show that the decoased had
hind thess disessus In an ineipieut form yrlor
to his application for insurance, but thero
wits also evidence golng to shaw that ho was
entirdly unaware of it, The court instructed
tho jory that it made no difference
whather tho sssured wos awars of it or not;
if, a8 n mattor of faot, he had bad thoso dis-
osuges, bis noswers to the company, although
mude bonestly and in good faith, were noue
the loss untrue, and the company was not
bound by the pullc{ This ruling is here
astigned for orrar.  The court holds:

L. "Thot whst the company required of the
nssured, and what tho Iatter agroed to s o
| condition procodont, wid that he should
|mukn full and honest answors to nll quea:
| tlons without avasion, feaud, or ¢ Imont,

LIVE INSURANUCE.
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£ That the fact that ho had had certain
disonnos and said ho had pot had shom did not
nocessnrily invalidate the poliey whon there
was ovidenes to ahow that the disonaos were
B0 Intent Lhat the sesured was not conscious
of them,

3. That it was an erraneons construclion of
the contract to hold, as the court below did,
that the company wai reliaved from lability
il it appearnd that the msnred had beon in
faet afficted with the diseases mentioned.
Tho jury ahould bave boon instructed that the
plaintiff’ woa not precladed from recovery on
tho policy unloss It appesred that he know or
had reason to bolleve at the time of his ap-
plication that ho was or had hoon so afilicted,

The judgment of the conrt bolow In, thero-
fore, reversed with diroctions to set aside the
verdict, Opinfon by Juatice Harlan,

el
Anction Sale.

Thomas Dowling, for tho trustoos, sold at
nuction yestordsy afteYnoon the dwelling
house of Mr. Joln T, Miteholl, on N street,
Wait Washington, to Me, George Hill, ir., for
$0,800, and the frame cottage adjoining to
u.-v o, o Brown for $l 25,
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